
          
         Marist Mission Centre (MMC) 

 
             Managing both: 

 
The Marist Fathers International Mission Fund (MFIM) ABN 91 030 510 250 

and 
The Australian Marist Centre for Overseas Aid Fund (AMCOA)  ABN 87 382 823 140 

 

MARIST MISSION NEWSETTER    

Winter June 2016  Vol. 67,  No.2 

From the Chairman of MMC…. 
 

 Marist Mission Centre - 67 Years of 
   Courageous Missionaries and Generous Donors 

 
The Mission Centre, like most Charities at this time, is undergoing significant transition.  In presenting these changes, we 
thought it opportune to express our profound gratitude for your continued generosity and loyal support over many years by 
recalling briefly how MMC started, how it flourished and still is doing so today. 
 
1836  The Marists Fathers received approval in Rome to undertake the missions in the Western Pacific.  Their mission was ‘to 
build a new church in the spirit of Mary' and 'to attend to the most neglected, the poor, and those who suffer injustice. 
They are ready to carry out these tasks anywhere, at any time.’ (Marist Const 12).  Many priests, brothers, sisters and lay 
people joined in this daring mission and were prayerfully and financially supported by their home countries and communities.  
 
1949 The original name of 'Marist Japanese Mission League' was founded by Fr. Lionel Marsden sm. - a chaplain to the 
prisoners of war on the Thai-Burma railway in WW 11. His inspiration for a mission to the Japanese people was formed while 
seeing the men suffering and dying in the prison camps. The purpose of the mission was 1. 'To move beyond some kind of 
hatred and desire for revenge on the Japanese'. 2. ‘To reach out in a spirit of reconciliation, education and faith’. Ex-
prisoners of war, service men and women and members of the community prayerfully and financially supported the new 
mission as members of the Marist Mission League. 
 
1950-70  As post-war Japan prospered, Marist Mission League refocused on the Pacific establishing educational networks and 
faith and community development projects in less fortunate countries. 
 
1960 A change in name: 'Marist Mission Centre' being adopted at the solemn blessing of the new offices on Sunday Nov 6th 
1960 by the Provincial Fr John Webber sm. This name captures the broader outreach of the work of the mission centre.   
 
1970-2016  MMC continued expanding into South-East Asia supporting small programs serving the most neglected, the poor 
and those suffering injustice. Support continued as well for Marist International 
Missions in the Philippines, Thailand, Brazil, Senegal and Cameroons. 
 
MMC is the local and international aid and development division of the Australian 
Marist Fathers. MMC manages two funds: the Australian Marist Centre for Overseas 
Aid Fund (AMCOA) and the Marist Fathers International Mission Fund (MFIM). 
 
67 YEARS OF Marist Mission: As we look back over our story, two things stand out 

strong and tall: the courageous commitment to mission by the missionaries and 
the generous and loyal support of donors. 

 
    
    Fr Paul Sullivan sm 
    Chairperson,  
    MMC Advisory Committee. 
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Early Marist Missionaries 

with Mons. Knox 

Photo right: Fr Lionel Marsden 

sm - the founder of the ‘Marist 

Mission League’ and the first 

Australian Marist in Japan 



From the Acting Director……. 
Dear Generous Supporters of MMC, 

 

The restructure we have undergone was far bigger than first thought, but we now feel confident we have successfully 

reorganised the Marist Mission Centre. 

MMC will operate under a Management Committee consisting of 3 Marists (1 Marist Priest, 1 Marist Brother, 1 Marist 

Sister,) 3 lay persons (1 woman & 2 men) and the Provincial Business Manager and meet on a regular basis. The 

committee was appointment by the Provincial and the Provincial Council and are responsible to this Council. Initial 

appointment of 3 members is for a period of 2 years with the term of other 3 being extended a further year to ensure 

continuity of half the committee. The Provincial Business Manager remains a permanent committee member. The 

amount of funding available to projects is decided by this committee and depends on finances and donations available. 

All designated projects are assessed and either approved or rejected according to their submission & eligibility. 

Marist Mission Centre (MMC), is an agency of the Marist Fathers, and is linked internationally with the work of the 

Society of Mary in some 30 countries and the whole Marist Family in a further 70 countries. Marist Mission Centre 

refers to the joint operation of two funds - The Australian Marist Centre for Overseas Aid Fund (AMCOA) 

(pronounced Am-Co-A) and The Marist Fathers International Mission Fund (MFIM) with the sharing of common 

mission and goals, office equipment, office space and staff. It is the managing name and public face/persona enabling 

each fund to function individually as works of the Marist Fathers Australian Province. It is much easier for donors & 

supporters to associate MMC as the representative Mission Funding body of the Marists.  

Just What is the Distinction between AMCOA & MFIM? 

AMCOA is registered as a public fund with the ATO and DFAT. This Overseas Aid Gift Deduction Scheme 

(OAGDS) provides approval to Australian ‘not for profit’ funds to issue tax-deductible receipts under the Income Tax 

Assessment Act of 1936 for donations supporting overseas aid development activities in countries approved by the 

Minister for Foreign Affairs.  

MFIM is a more flexible fund with fewer compulsory constraints and allows us to assist smaller but very needy 

projects without the constraints imposed on tax-deductible designated donations. It is the Marist Fathers Australian 

Province’s own private fund and delivers supplementary resources for networks of local Marists working in poor 

communities. It provides support in order to remove obstacles, or to bridge gaps in budgets that limit program 

effectiveness or capital development completion. It also provides funds for projects promoting human dignity 

regardless of culture, religion or gender. 

As donors to MMC, you have the choice of either fund. Donors requiring a tax deduction receipts must select 

the ‘most needy designated project’ or another particular designated project within the AMCOA fund. This stipulation 

of the Government is to ensure that the designated donation goes to an approved developing overseas country 

meeting the strict requirements approved by the Australian Government bodies. 

WEBSITE. Our new webpage is now complete for you to choose to donate to either fund through this modern and 

very safe encrypted medium. A short story of the overseas projects, approved for assistance, is available to read. We 

are very proud of this immense achievement. 

MMC’s vision is to give hope and a ‘fair go’ to people in seemingly hopeless situations, regardless of their colour, 

culture, creed or gender. Being international, it is also involved in collaborative oversight, promoting sustainability and 

transparency. MFIM is always ready to immediately assist in disaster relief projects, launch appeals for public assistance, 

and highlight awareness.  

Both funds raise all resources from within Australia. Your ongoing support is crucial to enable our continuing 

assistance to the poor and needy. 
 
Tony Biddle KSS 

Acting Director 
 

Our Lady of the Journey in Australia 

The story is that local Nara Catholics took up a 

collection of $5,000 AUD to have this replica made. 

Two delegates, including a 93 year old, travelled to 

Sydney to present this gift of thanks.  The statue is 

given to the head house of the Marists in Sydney as an 

expression of thanks for 60 years of generous service 

in the mission by the Catholics of Nara.  Three former 

missionaries in Nara were present:                         

Frs Paul Glynn, John Hill and Sid Nugent sm. 

Photo left: Marist Provincial, Fr Bob Barber sm blessing the statue 



Fr Tony Kennedy sm…. 

 

Hi, a few pictures of the new tanks at Marist College. 
 
“The new tanks have arrived and are in place on the 
concrete base.  We are waiting for the pumps to arrive 
and for the  plumber to connect it all.  Thank you very 
much for the assistance from the  Marist Mission 
centre.  This will be of great benefit to our community”. 

 
 
 

Letter from Fr Ekuasi Manu sm…. 

“Bula vinaka and greetings from Cawaci! 

The school continues to be eternally grateful for your generous support in small and big ways. 

- The presence of the 18 engineers from the RFMF has lifted the morale of the school since the reconstruction 

works pick up momentum. They are currently putting final touches onto the Singhs' quarter and will be 

habitable by the end of this week; Another group is working on the Wood-work classroom. Once that is 

complete they will move on to other classrooms and the girls' hostel. Mind you, they are operating according 

to the materials that we've managed to buy and transported across. 

- The repair works to the Presbytery will begin soon once the colour bonds roofing materials arrive from 

Suva. The timber and pine posts for the house are already here. 

- His Grace Archbishop has kindly donated the much needed funds to reconstruct the Church. His concern is 

the torn parts on the roof and the towers will further deteriorate the damage in the interior of the Church 

especially the floor. We're working with the engineers to get the quotations done asap so that materials can 

be bought from Suva. 

- The NZ couple with the help of our handyman continue with the repair works to the laundry house for the 
girls. New washing tubs will replace the almost-fallen-to-pieces old ones!! The donors for this project have 

also included the Convent in their funding projects. 

- Excitement is mounting as we build up to the annual bazaar! The major headaches will be getting as many 

shelters as possible for billeting. A few 

classrooms have yet to be repaired and of 

course we've lost virtually all our roofing 

irons in the patching-up process! One option 

is that we hire marquees or tents so we 

welcome your ideas on this matter. 

- We have mixed rugby results from last week 

as U15 & U17 continue their winning trend 

while our U18 fell short yet again losing to 

QVS 6 - 13. They will host LMS and RKS in 

these coming two weeks and hopefully they'll 

register a win! 

 

All in all, our staff and students are fully 

committed to all our activities.” 

 

A Cyclone Report 

Tank ready for installation 

Water Tanks for the Seminary 

Replacing the roof 



The Christian Care Centre is a safe 

home for women and children 

seeking refuge from domestic 

violence or sexual abuse. There 

are 7 Anglican Sisters staffing the 

Centre, plus myself, a Marist, 

Missionary Sister. 

“Our Sister Akineti Naaru who is working at the Christian Care Centre, a Women's refuge, in the Solomon 
Islands  and who is given a stipend by the MMC Australia along with that given for our sisters working 
with the hearing impaired at Aruligo, has given me the attached document to send to you. I have spent 
time with Sr Akineti at this centre and saw that  she is doing very good work with these abused women 
and is much appreciated by them”.   
 
In God's love and Mary's family 
Sr Julienne smsm 
 

Solomon Islands…... 

The front gate is where women come 

through day and night. The sisters are the 

only security! 

Report from Sr Akineti Naaru smsm 

Sr Daisy and I went to visit one of the women’s relatives to negotiate a customary reconciliation. 

 

See photos below….This is a safe home, where women and children 

seek refuge from violent situations.   Inside the building in one of the 

downstairs rooms is the dispensary. It is where I provide basic health 

care to those at the Centre.  The women and children usually stay for 

about two weeks.  However some stay longer because of their court 

cases or customary reconciliation process. 

Please pray that we may be messengers of God’s love and compassion 

to these women and children in distress.  Know that we keep you all in 

our prayer also. 



Pls. Post: Marist Missions, Locked Bag 5002, Gladesville, NSW 1675 

       Or   Fax to  (02)  9816 1737   or donate online at    

   Australian Marist Centre Overseas Aid  (AMCOA) 
                      (donations are tax-deductible) 

  Marist Fathers International Mission   (MFIM) 
           (non tax-deductible  - Religious purposes)  

   Please send me information on Estate Planning 
 

My donation:  
  

 $25       $50        $100      $250          $500  Other _______      
 

I enclose cheque         money  order          cash 
    

I would like to make a direct debit from my credit card: 
   

Monthly         Quarterly            Half-yearly       Once only 

 

Visa Card                  Master Card 
 

Card No.   ___________________________________ 
 

Name on card  _______________________________ 
 

Expiry date     ________________________________ 
 

Signature    _____________________________________ 
 

Date            _____________________________________ 

 YES   
  I would like to make a donation to  

  MARIST MISSION CENTRE 

 (MMC) 

My details are:  (please print clearly) 

 

Title: ______   First name  _____________________________ 

 

Preferred greeting e.g. Bill / Peggy______________________ 

 

Family name  _______________________________________ 
 

Address          _______________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________ 

 

Suburb/Town   _____________________________________ 
 

State /  Postcode  ___________________________________ 
   

Phone  (_____)_____________________________________ 
 

Mobile  ___________________________________________ 
 

Email     ___________________________________________ 

   

 
 
 

Marist Asia Pacific (MAP) Team 

Over the long weekend Fr Lote 
Raiwalui, one of the Assistant 
Generals from the General 
Administration in Rome, 
preached at all masses at St 
Patrick’s Church, Church Hill 
about all the Marist Missions of 
the world. 
 
The appeal raised $5,500 over 
the 13 weekend masses and 
together with other money will, 
through MMC, be sent to assist 
many of the mission areas Fr Lote 
mentioned in his sermons.  
The generosity of the 
parishioners and mass attendees 
of St Patricks is, once again 
demonstrated. 

MISSION APPEAL AT ST PATRICKS 

Fr Lote Raiwakui sm 

Do We Have Your Correct Email Address? 
 

As you know, the price of postage has risen 
dramatically  in the past couple of years and the 
delivery speed has been reduced. As a result, we 
would like to keep in touch by email in the future 

where that is possible. 
If you currently receive the Newsletter by email, we     

know that we have the correct details on the system. 
If not, then please take the time to send us your 

details including: 
Your donor number that appears on the mailing slip. 

Your name. 
Your email address. 

You can email us at admin@maristmissions.com   
with the subject ‘Donor Email Address’. 

If you do not have an email then do not worry, we will 
continue to send you the printed copy. 

mailto:admin@maristmissions.com.au
mailto:admin@maristmissions.com.au

