
“Cycling for Children” 

 Alleviating Poverty 

    Message from Fr. Paul Sullivan sm, MMC Executive Officer    Dear Marist Mission Friends 

 
Br. Charles ‘Charlie’ Randle sm is now 76 years young.  He has settled into the Marist community in 

Brisbane as part of his retirement and is enjoying closer contact with his family and old friends.  In March 

last year he had knee replacement surgery and has undertaken the usual rehabilitation program.  Bike 

riding has been a very helpful part of his recovery program.   

 
Charlie is delighted to be able to combine two goals in the ‘Cycling for Children’ 

appeal: raising funds for the education of children and regular exercise on his knee.  

He has been raising funds for the Marist Fathers Missions and seminarians for 15 

years, doing a ride of 500 + km bike ride each year.   

 
This year he will again be accompanied by Fr. Chris Ketsore sm, a young Marist priest from Bougainville 

who has just completed his teacher education degree.  

 
The appeal is for the needs of the primary school and community in Papua New Guinea at St Vincent 

de Paul Parish, Kanosia, conducted by the Marist Fathers. There is an enrolment of about 550 students at 

the school with 14 teachers. Education is the key to their future.  Education is the key to alleviating 

poverty. 

 
Fr. Xavier Sariman sm, a local Marist priest, said that the school is in ‘dire need of major maintenance of 

the buildings, water system and electricity’.  Some of the walls have been infested with termites, the 

cement floors are deteriorating, water pipes and pumps need replacing and there is a need for a good 

generator to provide electricity for power to operate school and office facilities and equipment. 
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The parish of St Vincent de Paul at Kanosia is like a ‘compound’ with a school, church, presbytery, health 

clinic and staff houses.  Most of the people in the district are subsistent farmers, hunters or fishermen; 

others work in rubber plantations, logging companies or are teachers and health workers.  

 
Students travel to the school either by walking, by paddling dugout canoes for those who live in the 

mangroves or by truck from the surrounding villages and plantations.  Fr. Xavier was ordained towards 

the end of last year and was appointed to the mission at Kanosia.  He lived in a nearby district and is very 

familiar the benefits of a good basic elementary education. 

 
The students at the school have their dreams and their future before them.  Fr. Xavier said that 

addressing these maintenance problems in the school buildings and upgrading the water and electricity 

supply will go a long way to creating a healthy and safe environment for learning.   

 
This year the Marist Mission Centre again invites you to sponsor Br. Charlie, 

aided by his young companion Fr. Chris, to raise funds for the education of 

children at Kanosia. Can you help? 

 

 

How to help….Donations by cheque, credit card or online. 

TAX DEDUCTIBLE DONATIONS to ACMOA (Australian Marist Centre Overseas Aid) 

Donations support education, development, school buildings and facilities.  

 

NON TAX DEDUCTIBLE DONATIONS to MFIM (Marist Fathers International Mission) 

Donations support religious and pastoral programs and facilities in the school and parish. 

Visit MMC website: www.maristmissions.com 


