
The Dignity of the Human Person 

     

Our world is facing times of uncertainty and conflict and 

individuals and families are feeling anxious and unsure about 

their future.  The Church is also facing a story of shame as it 

attempts to respond to the crisis of the sexual abuse of 

children. 

 

What has the gospel and Church teachings to tell us about 

the core values of a Christian society?   What are the gospel 

building blocks that we can focus on in these times of 

uncertainty and drama?  

 

There are 10 building blocks for the development of a 

Christian society. These give us guiding principles that are at 

the heart of the work and projects funded by the Marist 

Mission Centre.  We will briefly describe some of these 

building blocks over the next Newsletters. 

 

The Dignity of the Human Person:  ‘This is the foundation of 

a moral vision for society.   Human beings are created in the divine image and have an 

inherent dignity which must always be upheld.  Human life is therefore sacred.’ ¹ 

 

‘Whatever insults human dignity, such as subhuman living conditions, arbitrary imprisonment, 

deportation, slavery, prostitution, the selling of women and children as well as disgraceful 

working conditions …. are infamies indeed’.  Vatican 11.  

 

The stories in this Newsletter are very real examples of how MMC through the goodness of 

donors is able to help young men, women and children who are excluded and abused because 

of their disabilities or poverty.  Thanks to your generosity, this is real action to protect and 

respect the dignity of the human person. 

 

Fr. Paul Sullivan sm has been appointed by the Marist Fathers Provincial as the Executive 

Officer of MMC and I and very happy to work with the donors in supporting MMC projects.   

 

With my thanks for your generosity and support. 

 

 

 

 

    Fr. Paul Sullivan sm 

 

    MMC Executive Officer 

 

 
1 Source: Duncan Maclaren et al, ACU, CRA, Caritas Aust. 
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Sr Julienne smsm with small girl  

overjoyed to receive prize at Dhaka 

Pope Francis said: “Jesus wasn’t worried about his polling results 

instead, he was concerned with each and every person, seeing 

everything about them, even those things which were seemingly 

small or inconsequential”. 



 

 DHAKA: Disabled Children conducted by the SMSM sisters 

In Bangladesh the disabled are usually the last to receive care.  Society tends to blame the 

mother as the cause of the disability and this adds to the burden she bears. The focus of the 

program is on the disabled from poor families, the low functioning intellectually disabled and 

young adults with intellectual disability. Parents of these children are offered support and 

training.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The smallest, the weakest, the poorest soften us:                                    

they have the ‘right’ to take our heart and soul.   

They are our brothers and sisters and as such we  

must love them and care for them”.   

- Pope Francis 

Farewell and thanks to Sr Janet 

I am really enjoying these celebrations!! Taslima sits happily between two of  her three                 

disabled children 

These profoundly deaf 

children are delighted 

with what they have 

achieved 

Sr Celine rejoices 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

San Isidro Training Centre is located in Guadalcanal Solomon islands and cares for 54 young 

men and women with hearing and speaking impairment. These young people come from far 

flung villages in the Solomon Islands. Their age range is from 12 - 42 years old and almost 

all of them have never received any form of basic education.  At San Isidro they receive 

practical skills training, basic literacy and numeracy, sign language and Christian formation.  

The centre started in 2007 through the initiative of Bro. George van der Zant, SM. 

 

 

 

 

Right: This is the 8th group of 

graduates from San Isidro Training 

Centre. We just had our graduation 

last 30 November 2016. 

 

 

 

Left: Our Graduates with 

Archbishop Christopher Cardone, 

Bishop Emiritus Adrian Smith, the 

Marist Fathers and our parish 

priest celebrated the Holy Mass 

with us, students, staff, families 

of the students, benefactors and 

friends. 

 

 

Right: Our graduates with Bro. 

George van der Zant. Every year, Bro 

George makes sure that our 

graduates go home armed with their 

skills and knowledge plus tools to 

build a better life for themselves and 

their family in the village. Boys 

received carpentry and garden tools 

while the girls received a sewing 

machine and garden tools.  

 

 

San Isidro  
Training Centre 

Solomon Islands 



 

 

Solomon Islands 
Stuyvenberg Rural  

Training Centre 

 

The Stuyvenberg Rural Training Centre is a rural boarding centre of technical and 

vocational education, located in the Solomon Islands.  It aims to provide skills in 

agriculture, carpentry, carving, english, maths, home economics and Christian 

education.  MMC is funding the building of three houses for teachers and the students 

are building the houses as part of their training.  The centre started through the 

initiative of Bro. George van der Zant, SM. 

 

Fr. David Galvin sm has 

developed an international 

reputation for bee keeping 

and has introduced bee 

keeping into the program as 

well as giving a helping hand 

with the building projects. 



 

Pls. Post: Marist Missions, Locked Bag 5002, Gladesville, NSW 1675 

       Or   Fax to  (02)  9816 1737  or donate online at    

   Australian Marist Centre Overseas Aid  (AMCOA) 
                      (donations are tax-deductible) 

  Marist Fathers International Mission   (MFIM) 
           (non tax-deductible  - Religious purposes)  

   Please send me information on Estate Planning 
 

My donation:  
  

 $25       $50        $100      $250          $500  Other _______      
 

I enclose cheque          money  order          cash  
    

I would like to make a direct debit from my credit card: 
   

Monthly         Quarterly            Half-yearly       Once only 

 

Visa Card                  Master Card 
 

Card No.   ___________________________________ 
 

Name on card  _______________________________ 
 

Expiry date     ________________________________ 
 

Signature    _____________________________________ 
 

Date            _____________________________________ 

   

    I would like to make a donation to  

  MARIST MISSION CENTRE 
 

Online donations can be made at                                    

www.maristmissions.com or by completing this 

form…. 

My details are:  (please print clearly) 

 

Title: ______   First name  _____________________________ 

 

Preferred greeting e.g. Bill / Peggy______________________ 

 

Family name  _______________________________________ 
 

Address          _______________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________ 

 

Suburb/Town   _____________________________________ 
 

State /  Postcode  ___________________________________ 
   

Phone  (_____)_____________________________________ 
 

Mobile  ___________________________________________ 
 

Email     ___________________________________________ 

   

 

Ordination in Vanuatu 

 

The people of Nengone Island, New Caledonia, 

celebrating 150 years of the presence of the 

Catholic Church. 

A Blessing 

Frs. Paul Molbert sm and Louis Maite sm were 

ordained to the priesthood by Bishop Bosco 

Baremes sm on February 17th. Congratulations. 

May you have wisdom of heart. 

May you look into the window of your soul 

and see the face of God. Amen 

 

May you have a grateful heart. 

May you have enough joy to give you hope 

and enough pain to make you wise. Amen 

 

May you have lightness of spirit. 

May the lamp of your life shine upon all 

you meet this day and always. Amen 

Source: Sisters of Mercy 

 

150 Years on Nengone Island 


